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normal conditions, only a small bit of the tail would remain in contact with the waves.
It is easy to design, difficult to execute; and we were so unfortunate in our execution that we were compelled to start with less than 6,000 pounds of gasoline, and almost all of the equili-brator upon the sea; on account of the poor working of the motors we were this first night out throwing over gasoline which should have been burned; and the serpent underneath us, instead of being gradually lifted, was getting relatively heavier and heavier, retarding* the speed of the ship, and interfering to some extent with the steering.
Still, we kept on. With a lucky run of wind, one good engine and a reduced fuel supply it was still possible to cross the ocean. There was no thought of surrender. As yet the America as a power-ship had not given a good account of herself. She had been drifting and dawdling with only 25 per cent, of her normal engine power in use. But this Saturday night we came upon conditions which challenged the engineers and their remaining effective motor to battle. They accepted the challenge and made a struggle which must live long in the annals of aerial navigation.